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Participants

• Undergraduate American and Japanese students

• Born and raised in respective countries

Procedure

• Paper and pencil survey

• Delivery of Greenberg et al.’s (1990) two prompts priming for 

individual mortality salience:

• 1. “What emotions does the thought of your own death 

arouse in you?” 

• 2. “What will happen to you when your body dies?”

Analysis

• Two dimensions coded:

Discusses Fate of Body, Soul, Both, or Neither 

(Prompt 1 Responses Assessed)

Mentions being Remembered/Missed  or Forgotten

(Prompts 1 and 2 Responses Assessed)

• Two native coders for each sample
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Fate of Body and Soul Dimension

• Chi-Squared(3)=73.95, p<.001

• Americans more likely to mention the fate of either their soul or 

of both their body and soul 

(Odds Ratio: 10.83)

• Japanese more likely to mention the fate of only their physical 

body

(Odds Ratio: 5.34)

Remembered/Forgotten Dimension

• Chi-Squared(3)=56.78, p<.001

• Japanese responses more likely to elicit discussions of a concern 

of being remembered, missed, or forgotten by family or peers

(Odds Ratio: 10.71)

• Terror Management Theory (TMT) posits that individuals’ 

anxiety towards their own mortality is belayed by cultural 

beliefs and values which assign meaning and order to their 

lives (Greenberg, Pyszczynski, & Solomon, 1986).   

• Mortality salience, the  realization that one’s death is 

inevitable, is often primed utilizing prompts regarding 

personal and collective death (Greenberg et al., 1990).  

• These prompts were previously utilized to prime mortality 

salience to examine whether collective death had a greater 

impact on Japanese individuals than personal death (Kashima 

et al., 2004).  

• However, responses to these prompts have yet to be analyzed.

Jonas, E., & Fischer, P. (2006). Terror management and religion: Evidence that intrinsic religiousness mitigates worldview defense following mortality 

salience. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 91(3), 553–567. doi:10.1037/0022-3514.91.3.553

Greenberg, J., Pyszczynski, T., & Solomon, S. (1986). The Causes and Consequences of a Need for Self-Esteem: A Terror Management Theory. Public Self 

and Private Self, 189–212. doi:10.1007/978-1-4613-9564-5_10

Greenberg, J., Pyszczynski, T., Solomon, S., Rosenblatt, A., & et al. (1990). Evidence for terror management theory II: The effects of mortality salience on 

reactions to those who threaten or bolster the cultural worldview. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 58, 308–318. doi:10.1037/0022-

3514.58.2.308 

Goldenberg, J. L., Pyszczynski, T., Greenberg, J., Solomon, S., Kluck, B., & Cornwell, R. (2001). I am not an animal: Mortality salience, disgust, and the 

denial of human creatureliness. Journal of Experimental Psychology, 130, 427–435. doi:10.1037/0096-3445.130.3.427

Kashima, E. S., Halloran, M., Yuki, M., & Kashima, Y. (2004). The effects of personal and collective mortality salience on individualism: Comparing 

Australians and Japanese with higher and lower self-esteem. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 40, 384–392. doi:10.1016/j.jesp.2003.07.007

Kawano, S. (2011). Sociocultural analysis of death anxiety among older Japanese urbanites in a citizens’ movement. OMEGA- Journal of Death and Dying, 

62, 369-386. doi: 10.2190/OM.62.4.d

Conclusions

• Overall, unique reactions to priming for mortality salience 

were expressed by both samples consistent with the values of 

their respective cultures.  

• Japanese more likely to dwell on secular affairs

(e.g. decomposition of their body,  the performance of funeral 

rites, the concern of being remembered by loved ones)  

• This could be the result of Japanese culture placing a 

greater emphasis on rituals which standardize the process 

of coping with death and symbolize an individual’s 

continued existence through the memory of their in-group.

• Evidence: Death anxiety in a sample of Japanese senior 

citizens was reduced when control over the fate of their 

remains was assured by a local citizens’ movement 

(Kawano, 2011).

• Americans were more concerned with spiritual matters

(e.g. the nature of an afterlife and the reunification with    

deceased family members. 

• Americans may place a greater emphasis on religiosity as 

a coping mechanism against mortality salience due to 

belief in organized religion being more prevalent compared 

to Japanese.  

• Evidence: Eva and Peter (2006) found that religious beliefs 

only shielded an individual against death anxiety when the 

individual was intrinsically oriented in a religious sense 

(i.e. religion assigned meaning and order to their lives).  

Limitations

• Prompts utilized only primed for individual mortality, which 

is less influential in a Japanese sample than collective 

mortality (Kashima et al., 2004).   

Future Directions

• Assess across a greater multitude and diversity of dimensions 

utilizing a larger pool of coders.

• Replicate procedure with individuals who completed both 

individual and collective mortality prompts.  

• Investigate whether satisfying the unique cultural concerns 

regarding death in each sample influences the amount of 

anxiety experienced as a result of mortality salience.  
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Graph 1: Body and Soul Dimension Frequencies
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Graph 2: Remembered/Forgotten Dimension Frequencies
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Table 2: Inter-Rater Agreement

American Japanese

Fate

Body/Soul

Kappa=0.872, p<.001

Excellent

Kappa=0.829, p<.001

Excellent

Remembered/

Forgotten

Kappa=0.698, p<.001

Substantial

Kappa=0.585, p<.001

Acceptable

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics

American Japanese

N 149 108

Age 20.28 (SD=3.25) 22.50 (SD=8.06)

Gender Female = 118 Female = 64

Purpose
• What cultural-specific constituents will be present in the 

responses of American and Japanese samples to prompts 

priming for mortality salience?

• Hypothesis 1: The content of the two samples’ responses will 

differ in regards to the frequency of which the fate of an 

individual’s body and soul are addressed.

• Hypothesis 2: The responses will also differ in regards to the 

frequency with which an individual expresses a concern of 

being remembered or forgotten.
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